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Garden Site Selection

Things to consider:

● Hours of sunlight
● Soil
● Drainage
● Weather factors
● Animals
● Space and Time



Containers 



Raised Beds



Soil vs Compost 

Soil is a mixture of minerals, organic 
matter, liquids, and gases on land 
surfaces that aids plants to grow. 

Compost is decomposed organic 
matter (was once alive!) that is rich in 
nutrients for plants.



Soil

● Soil is a living ecosystem- sustains plants, 
animals, & humans.

● If we view soil as a living organism we will 
put more effort into caring for our soils

● Soil is teaming with billions of bacteria, 
fungi, and other microbes that are 
necessary to maintain the ecosystem.

● Healthy soil gives us clean air and water, 
bountiful crops, and beautiful 
landscapes.



Basics of Composting

● Browns=carbon   ~70%

● Greens=nitrogen ~30%

● Moisture: not too wet; not too dry

● Air: turning compost

● Heat: bigger piles hold heat



Compost vs Fertilizers
● Soil testing
● Compost

○ Different kinds: Animal vs Vegetative
○ Worm casting
○ How and when to use

■ 1-3” added spring or fall
■ No more than 40% to begin if using 

non-animal compost
● Fertilizers

○ Organic vs Conventional
○ Granular vs liquid
○ How and when to use

■ Transplant production
■ At planting
■ When you see deficiencies



Plant Selection

● Hardiness Zone 4b

● Cool season fruits and vegetables 
that can tolerate cooler night 
temperatures

● Short “days to harvest” or “days to 
maturity”

● Seeds for high altitude specific

○ Colorado seed companies

● For seed collecting look for open 
pollinated or heirloom seeds



Garden Calendar
Jan/Feb:  Ordering 

March/April: Indoor seeding; seed parsnip 

May: Prep garden beds; Peas; Potatoes; Memorial weekend   

June: Transplanting and direct seeding

July: Harvesting!!!  July direct seeding

Aug/Sept: Harvesting!!! Horseradish harvest/replant

Oct: Garlic Planting; Add compost or mulch

Nov/Dec: Rest and eat



Seed Starting Inside 

● Potting soil: seeding mix

● container/tray

● Temperature

● Heating Mat- thermostat

● Humidity domes

● Top/bottom watering

● Air movement

● Light

● Fertilizer





Transplanting

● Transferring to larger pots

● Soil with fertilizer (or use liquid)

● Break up roots

● Plant deep for long stems

● Water right away

● Planting into garden or moving to 
new environment

● Hardening off/Acclimation

○ Protect from weather

○ Takes time



Seed Starting Outside

● Soil temperature

● Depth and space

● Germination days (seed to sprout)

● Thinning

● Pre-soak: legumes

● Worm casting/fertilizer

● Inoculant: legumes (peas/beans)

● Single hole vs furrow/rows

● Soil moisture

● Reseed



Plant Protection
● Fabric

○ 1 oz; 1.5 oz; 2 oz; 
○ Agribond 30; 50; 70 

● Plastic
○ vent / take off during day
○ Transfer cold if touching
○ Greenhouse plastic

● Shade
○ 30%-50% shade
○ Fabric
○ Shade cloth

● Hoops
○ Wire; pvc; bend metal railing

● Greenhouse
○ So many options! Venting is important!

● PESTS!!!
○ cat/dogs!!! 
○ ¼” wire under raised bed
○ Repellants but must reapply
○ fabric



Questions???


